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population, enjoys the status of a " sovereign independent demo-
cratic state " and has retained Dublin as its capital. Northern
Ireland., consisting of six counties, inhabited almost exclusively by
the descendants of Protestant immigrants, remains a part of the
United Kingdom, and continues to send its representatives to the
Parliament in London.
For the first time in over a thousand years the fate of Ireland
is in Irish hands. They now are at liberty to develop their ocean
ports and turn Cork and Limerick and Galway into real harbours.
They can experiment with those co-operative systems of agri-
culture which have proved such a success in Denmark. Their
dairy products are able to compete on an equal basis with those
of the rest of the world. As free and independent citizens they
can at last play their part among the other nations of the world.
But can they forget their past sufficiently to prepare intelli-
gently for the future?